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Collaborators

Transport for Greater Manchester was formed
in 2011, now the regional body for Greater
Manchester; they manage buses, trams, Starling
Bank cycle hire and active transport routes
like cycle and foot paths. They work alongside
other governing bodies like Highways England
to coordinate day to day operations to deal
with incidents as well as have smooth traffic
integration throughout the city. They are also
a part of the Green City region partnership,
making them partly responsible for the Greater
Manchester Clean Air Plan.

Currently, TfGM is working towards a more
integrated transport system through their Bee
Network. They are planning to create tickets
that would work over multiple systems like the
cycle hire. Furthermore, being part of the Greater
Manchester Clean Air Plan, they are pleading to
be fully electric and integrated by 2030, the area
being fully carbon neutral by 2038 and have half
of all journeys in greater Manchester be made by
active or public transport. Safety is also a large
part of TfGM; creating a safe and welcoming
environment for local residents is important as
they want 95% of residents to feel safe on Bee
Network transport by 2030.

We met with James McCutcheon and other
representatives from TfGM's bus division, whose
interpretation of the brief closely aligned with
these priorities. The brief was a vision for atravel
hub which emphasised integration between
different public transport modes and active
travel, alongside the creation of a safe, inclusive
space for all residents. They also highlighted the
importance of contributing positively to the local
community, enhancing greenery, and supporting
a shift away from car dependency to help reduce
pressure on surrounding road networks.
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engagement activity consisted
a series of three tasks:

Visual Brainstorming: We  asked
our collaborators to write or draw
the first thing that came to their
minds when they thought of a
travel hub on a large roll of paper.

Thread Mapping: We created a wheel with
different phrases under the categories
“tangible”, “intangible”, “materiality”, and
“location” that complete the sentence,
“A Bee Network Travel Hub should have/
be..", with our collaborators connecting
the preferred phrases using thread.

Cool - Not Cool: We gathered a
collection of travel hubs in various
sizes, styles, and forms, for our
collaborators to point out the “cool” and
“not cool” aspects of each precedent.

Through this we gathered crucial information
regarding our collaborators’ expectations
and preferences, which played an important
role in our design development process.
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Design Development

Following our engagement activity, site visits
and meetings with the collaborators, a few key
words such as accessible, safe, resilient and
adaptable kept coming up, which we used to
brainstorm our initial ideas for the travel hub
as a group. We all understood that the travel
hub had to most importantly act as a shelter,
and the canopy would play a key role within it.

We tested a range of ideas, from curved roofs
to hexagonal geometries, before landing on a
design which combined our group concepts
into one strong idea. We came up with a
modular unit based on a half-split hexagonal
geometry, which could then be easily
stacked and reconfigured while remaining
structurally sound, but also programme wise
adaptable depending on its site context.

The modular nature of the design allowed us to
explore and test a range of configurations of the
hexagonal module, incorporating sheltered units
with varying programmes.




Identifying Cambrian Street as the optimal site for the placement of a travel hub.
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Desian Features

Through a thorough feedback loop established with TfGM via monthly meetings, we were able to
ensure that the design of the travel hub closely reflected TfGM'’s values and priorities. The final design
is simple yet functional, centred around four key aspects: rainwater collection strategy, safety, an
adaptable modular system, and a multimodal transport setting.
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Short Section
RAIN WATER COLLECTING

2. Safety

LIGHTING

sueHT ..
SIGNBOARD .

SAFETY SYSTEM
well lit + signage + seating located in active fontage

1 - ASSEMBLING THE STRUCTURAL
FRAME.

1 - Aluminium roof
frame, lightweight
and easy to
maintain, T
2- Galvanised steel |
structure, resilient
to long periods of |
wear and tear. i

Minimal footprint
of structure to
ensure
accessibility for
users walking,
wheeling and

cycling.

I 3- ADAPTING TO THE SITE'S
I CONTEXT.

Spaces
integrating within
the site’s
constraints while
maximising its
opportunities.

1 - Sedum roof
helps extend roof’s
lifespan.

2 - Timber lining for
roof's underside.

Material
selection
balancing
resilience and
sustainability.

I 4 - INTEGRATING SERVICING AND
I FACILITIES.

1 - Rainwater
collection

2 - Clear signage
3 - Seating

Integrating
drainage, lighting,
and welcoming
facilities to
support a
complete Bee
Network travel
hub experience!




Reflection

Throughout the project and the action
week, we formed a very cohesive
working group, which allowed us to
successfully explore and research
the idea of designing a multi-modal
travel hub. The project pushed us to
design not just a public transportation
stop, but a space where people can
transfer between different modes of
transportation and fulfil some of their
daily needs and accessibility became
a key driver.

We really enjoyed working with our
collaborator, Transport for Greater
Manchester. The monthly meetings at
their office allowed us to understand
what transport related design would
entail and how to respond to users'
and stakeholders’ needs effectively.

Working together with non-architects,
we focused on explaining our ideas
simply and effectively, ensuring our
proposals were feasible, easy to
understand and captivating while
also making sure the collaborators
insights were heard.

Key lessons learned included the
importance of maintaining design
flexibility and fostering open,
continuous dialogue within the
team. We divided tasks according to
individual strengths and held regular
discussions to ensure constructive
feedback was consistently
integrated into the evolving design.
The action week allowed us to fully
immerse ourselves in the project and
develop a coherent design proposal
with a clear focus on the future of
community-focused public transport.




ABOUT

Each year the MSA LIVE
programme unites Masters
Architecture year 1,

Masters of Architecture &
Adaptive Resuse students,
BA foundation and year 1
and Masters Landscape
Architecture 1 in mixed-year
teams to undertake live
projects with external partners
to create social impact.

LIVE PROJECTS

All MSA LIVE projects are
live. A live project is where an
educational organisation and
an external partner develop a
brief, timescale, and outcome
for their mutual benefit.

SOCIAL IMPACT

All MSA LIVE projects are for
community benefit or have
social impact. Social impact
is the effect an organization’s
actions have on the well-being
of a community. Our agendas
are set by our external
collaborators.

EXTERNAL PARTNERS

MSA LIVE projects work with
many organisations: charities,
community groups, social
enterprises, community
interest companies,
researchers, practitioners and
educators.

STUDENT-LED

Our MSA students take the
lead in the project conception,
brief development, delivery
and co-ordination of a small
project. The projects are
celebrated in presentations at
the end of the academic year.

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

Working in teams within

and across year groups

and courses; MSA students
participate in peer to

peer learning. In addition,
collaborators, participants

and students engage in

the transfer of tangible and
intellectual property, expertise,
learning and skills.

LARGE SCALE

This year approximately 400
students from 5 cohorts

in MSA have worked on 34
projects with partners.

QUESTIONS

For questions about MSA LIVE
please contact the MSA LIVE
team, Emily & Julie:
e.crompton@mmu.ac.uk and
j.fitzpatrick@mmu.ac.uk

BLOG

live.msa.ac.uk/2026

SOCIAL

#MSALive26
@msa.live.26
@TheMSArch

WEBSITE

www.msa.ac.uk



