
We aim to create protected quiet spaces for women, 
mothers, careworkers and daughters who rarely            
experience silence at home. !e former bowling 
green site at Monton Unitarian Church will                      
become a layered landscape that balances active 
community life with moments of personal stillness. 
Respecting the church and graveyard’s existing         
atmosphere of calm, the proposal will introduces a    
clear spatial journey, moving from open public         
activity at the front of the site, to enclosed                            

inward-facing pavilions deeper within.

A linear timber spine connects these spaces, gently 
slowing movement and preparing visitors for quiet. 
!ree small, human-scaled rooms provide places 
for re"ection, autonomy and mental rest - o#ering 
women the simple but powerful right to close a 
door. Alongside these quieter spaces, the site will 
also host "exible areas for community events, local 
markets, workshops and children’s activities,                

ensuring to support both gathering and retreat.
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Visit msa.ac.uk for more information
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A SPATIAL REFUGE DESIGNED FOR WOMEN SEEKING PROTECTED QUIET


