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Introduction 
Possibilities : What Should a Rescue Hub Be?
As Bolton Mountain Rescue Team (BMRT) confronts growing pressures 
to modernise its facilities, an opportunity emerged to reconsider what a 
rescue hub could be, especially for a team operating in some of the UK’s 
most challenging terrains. The current premises at Ladybridge Hall, a 
historic stone-built structure dating from the late 19th or early 20th century, 
have become increasingly inadequate, marked by limited space, inefficient 
circulation, insufficient training facilities, and challenging vehicle access. 
This urgent need shaped the context of our design challenge.

Over two intensive weeks, we undertook a dynamic and collaborative 
exploration to envision possibilities for BMRT’s future rescue hub. Through 
energetic design charrettes, rapid brainstorming sessions, and iterative 
model-making, we developed three distinct proposals. Each reimagines how 
the facility could optimally support critical operations, enhancing flexibility, 
spatial efficiency, daylight integration, and community engagement.

The practical client requirements, including spatial demands, operational 
priorities, and budget constraints, guided further refinement. Each member 
revisited their concepts in a second charrette, adapting imaginative ideas to 
these real-world constraints. To anchor our explorations, preliminary floor 
plans (both one- and two-storey options) provided by a local engineering firm 
were utilised as flexible frameworks. These plans were analysed, dissected, 
and creatively reconfigured to explore optimal spatial adjacencies and 
configurations.

Ultimately, three distinct design approaches organically emerged. 
The group divided into specialised teams, refining each concept into 
comprehensive proposals supported by detailed plans, sections, elevations, 
and visualisations. Each proposal uniquely addresses BMRT’s operational 
needs while envisioning a rescue hub that is adaptable, sustainable, and 
intrinsically connected to the community it serves.
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Partners
Our project’s client is Bolton Mountain Rescue 
Team (BMRT) that is based at Ladybridge Hall.

Established in 1968, BMRT operates 24/7, 365 
days a year, providing vital assistance in both 
urban and rural settings. Their operational area 
spans over 800 square kilometres, covering 
regions from Darwen in the north to beyond 
Manchester Airport in the south, and from 
Wigan in the west to the centre of Manchester in 
the east. The team comprises approximately 50 
volunteers who respond to around 100 callouts 
annually.

BMRT's capabilities include technical rope 
rescue, water rescue, and advanced casualty 
care, ensuring they can handle a diverse range 
of emergencies. They collaborate closely with 
local emergency services, including the police 
and ambulance services, to assist in search 
operations and rescue missions.















ABOUT
Each year the MSA LIVE 
programme unites Masters 
Architecture year 1 and 
Masters of Architecture & 
Adaptive Resuse students 
with those in BA year 1 and 
year 2 and Masters Landscape 
Architecture 1 in mixed-year 
teams to undertake live 
projects with external partners 
to create social impact.

LIVE PROJECTS
All MSA LIVE projects are 
live. A live project is where an 
educational organisation and 
an external partner develop a 
brief, timescale, and outcome 
for their mutual benefit.

SOCIAL IMPACT
All MSA LIVE projects are for 
community benefit or have 
social impact. Social impact 
is the effect an organization’s 
actions have on the well-being 
of a community. Our agendas 
are set by our external 
collaborators.

EXTERNAL PARTNERS
MSA LIVE projects work with 
many organisations: charities, 
community groups, social 
enterprises, community 
interest companies, 
researchers, practitioners and 
educators.

STUDENT-LED
Our MSA masters students 
take the lead in the project 
conception, brief development, 
delivery and co-ordination of 
a small project. Other cohorts 
joined for an eventful 2 weeks 
of activities at the end of the 
academic year.

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER
Working in teams within 
and across year groups 
and courses; MSA students 
participate in peer to 
peer learning. In addition, 
collaborators, participants 
and students engage in 
the transfer of tangible and 
intellectual property, expertise, 
learning and skills.

LARGE SCALE
This year approximately 650 
students from 5 cohorts 
in MSA have worked on 40 
projects with partners. 

QUESTIONS
For questions about MSA LIVE 
please contact the MSA LIVE 
team:  
msalive@mmu.ac.ukmsalive@mmu.ac.uk
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