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SKILLS
Communication & Collaboration
Critical Analysis & Design
Architectural Drawings & Sketch
Digital Software (Adobe, Rhino, Sketchup, CAD...)

AGENDA



Introduction
Merseyway Facelift: Project description

The goal of the Merseyway Shopping Centre project is to design creative, 
low-budget interventions for the main entrance façade and imagine a new 
use for an underused external walkway: to increase footfall and attract a 
higher-class demographic.

We worked collaboratively as two large groups, merging all skill levels and 
ages, working together towards one collective output. Each group was 
ÃÕL`�Û�`i`� ��Ì�� Ã«iV�wV� i�i�i�ÌÃ� ���i� �>�`ÃV>«��}� ÃÌÀ>Ìi}Þ]� V�ÀVÕ�>Ì����
strategy, programme, and façade detail.

ƂÃ� w�>�� �ÕÌ«ÕÌÃ� Üi� >��i`� v�À� «�>�Ã]� ÃiVÌ���Ã� >�`� i�iÛ>Ì���Ã� >Ì� £\Óää]�
perspective drawings showing materiality, stakeholders and use of space , 
v>X>`i�`iÌ>���`À>Ü��}Ã�>�`�V�ÀVÕ�>Ì������ÌiÀÛi�Ì����>Ì�£\xä°

Team
Wenjingyu Zhang (MArch1)

Samuel Lee (MArch1) 
Yi Fu (MArch1) 
Maria Figueiredo (MArch1)

Asy Corporal (BA1)

Auri Natalia Gomez Olavarria (BA1)

Chun Ngai Anthony Lau (BA1)

Layla Osman (BA1)

Wai Kiu Kyra Sze (BA1)

Alessandro Fortichiari (BA2)

Daniel Curran (BA2)

Jumana Nabeih (BA2)

Siyi Zhu (BA2)

Yan Hei Lim (BA2)

Xiang Li (MLA1)

Ziyi Pan (MLA1)

Partners
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council - 
Merseyway Shopping Centre

As a part of a larger regeneration strategy 
which is ongoing in the town centre, Stockport 
Metropolitan Borough Council have asked us 
to collaborate with them and come up with 
imaginative ideas for the Merseyway Shopping 
Centre's façade and walkway- also part of the 
centre- which overlooks a circulation zone that 
has recently been renovated.

The main goal is to attract a new higher-end 
demographic into Stockport and increase 
footfall. In order to achieve this outcome, we 
believe the strategy of the centre must be re-
thought, as well as a change in aesthetic. This 
includes the programme of the store units in the 
façade, as well as the walkway. 

As a group have come up with ideas and 
suggestions of use for these underused 
spaces  that meets the desired outcome set 
by the council, considering the overarching 
regeneration of the area, beyond the perimeter 
of the mall.

/�i�«>ÀÌ�iÀÃ��>Ûi�Lii���«i��>�`�yiÝ�L�i�Ü�Ì��
the brief with little restrictions on the outputs. 
For this reason, we have developed our own 
agenda which consists of cost, technical 
feasibility, relationship with existing heritage, 
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Day 1: Site visit + initial site response

43

6JKU� VCUM� JCU� KFGPVKƂGF� MG[� CURGEVU� QH� VJG� UKVG�

YJKEJ�ECP�DG�KORTQXGF��NGCFKPI�VJG�UVWFGPVU�VQ�

UVCTV� VJKPMKPI�QH�YJCV�RQVGPVKCN� UQNWVKQPU� EQWNF�

DG� UWEJ� CU� CFFKPI� XGIGVCVKQP� CPF� ITGGPGT[�

QT� KORTQXKPI� EKTEWNCVKQP� VJTQWIJ� KPVGTCEVKXG�

KPVGTXGPVKQPU�CNQPI�VJG�GZKUVKPI�RCVJ�

5JQRRKPI�%GPVTG�'PVTCPEG

+PUKFG�6JG�/CNN

5KVG�XKUKV�RJQVQITCRJ[

6JG� KPKVKCN� TGPRQPUGU� VQ� VJG� UKVG� ECP�DG� UWOOCTKUGF�D[� VJTGG� TGRGCVGF� VJGOGU� KFGPVKƂGF�D[�

VJG� UVWFGPVU�� NCEM�QH� EQNQWT�QT�OQPQEJTQOCVKE� EQNQWT� UEJGOG�� NCEM�QH�ITGGPGT[�� CPF�CIGKPI�

FGOQITCRJKE�

9CNMYC[



Day 2: Initial concept study (Facade)

5

2TGEGFGPV����

5VGXGPUQP�5SWCTG�UVTGGV�CTV����������

Precedent 1: 

0K�$CP�-CJP�
$WKNFKPI�0WODGT�6YQ������

Prefabricated green wall pannel

+PKVKCN�EQPEGRV�UMGVEJ�QH�XGTVKECN�ITGGPGT[�KPVGTXGPVKQP

Evaluation: Green Facade (Final Choice)

Maintenance:�*KIJGT�OCKPVGPCPEG�EQORCTGF�YKVJ�CTVYQTM�KPVGTXGPVKQP�UQNWVKQP
Cost:�*KIJ�EQUV�UQNWVKQP
Heritage:�4GURGEVU�VJG�XGTVKECNKV[�QH�VJG�GZKUVKPI�DWKNFKPI�FGUKIP�YJKNG�DGKPI�C�NQY�KORCEV�KPVGTXGPVKQP�VJCV�ECP�DG�FKUCUUGODNGF�CPF�TGOQXGF�
NGCXKPI�VJG�HCDTKE�KPVCEV�
Environment:�+PETGCUGU�DKQFKXGTUKV[�CPF�KU�EQJGTGPV�YKVJ�WTDCP�HCTOKPI�EQPEGRV�HQT�VJG�UEJGOG��EKTEWNCVKQP�CPF�HQQF�JCNN�YCNMYC[�RTQITCOOG�
RTQRQUCN�

Evaluation: Artwork Facade

Maintenance: .QY�OCKPVGPVCPEG
Cost: .QY�EQUV�UQNWVKQP
Heritage: 2GTOCPGPVN[�CNVGTU�VJG�GZKUVKPI�OCVGTKCN��DWV�ECP�DG�RCKPVGF�QXGT��%QWNF�DG�TGLGEVGF�QT�FKUNKMGF�D[�VJG�CIGKPI�FGOQITCRJKE�

Option 1: Simple monochrome colour 
intervention on concrete

Advantages: NQY�EQUV�CPF�PQP�KPXCUKXG�
VQ�GZKUVKPI�CGUVJGVKE�

Disadvantages: PQV�GPQWIJ�KORCEV�

Option 2: Introduce greenery 

Advantages: DQQUVU� NKXGN[JQQF� KP� CTGC��
FTCYU�RGQRNG	U� CVVGPVKQP�CPF�ECP� EQNQWT�
ECP�KPƃWGPEG�OQQF�QH�WUGTU�

Disadvantages:� EQPVTQXGTUKCN�� OC[� DG�
OKUWPFGTUVQQF�D[� NQECN�FGOQITCRJKE�� KP�
RCTVKEWNCT�VJG�GNFGTN[�EQOOWPKV[�

1RVKQP����5WRGTITCRJKEU��^�)TCHƂVK

Advantages: KORTQXGU�OGPVCN�YGNNDGKPI�
CPF�JKIJGT�EJCPEG�QH�DGKPI�CEEGRVGF�D[�
NQECN�EQOOWPKV[�

Disadvantages:� JKIJ� OCKPVGPCPEG NKMG�
KPUVCNNCVKQP�CPF�KTTKICVKQP�EQUV�

6

Initial Attempts



Day 3-5: Initial concept study (Walkway) + Development
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Circulation Interventions

Overarching Concept

6JG� QXGTCTEJKPI� PCTTCVKXG� KPXQNXGU�

ITQYKPI� KPITGFKGPVU� QP�UKVG�� K�G��

WTDCP� HCTOKPI�� CPF� WVKNKUKPI� VJGUG�

KPITGFKGPVU� KP� VJG� TGUVCWTCPVU�

RTGUGPV� KP� VJG� HQQF� JCNN� YKVJKP� VJG�

YCNMYC[	U� EWTTGPV� WPFGTWUGF� UVQTG�

WPKVU��

6JG� ITGGPGT[� UVTCVGI[� ƃQYU�

VJTQWIJ� HTQO� VJG� XGTVKECN�

XGIGVCVKQP� KPVGTXGPVKQP� KP� VJG�

OCKP� UJQRRKPI� HCECFG� VQ� VJG�

RNCPVU� TG�FKTGEVKPI� VJG� EWTTGPV�

EKTEWNCVKQP� VJTQWIJ� VJG� UVTGGV�

NGXGN�� WR� VJG� GZKUVKPI� UVCKTECUG�

CPF�QPVQ�VJG�YCNMYC[�RNCVHQTO�

Programme Strategy

(QT� VJG� YCNYC[�� YG� CTG�

RTQRQUKPI� C� PGY� HWPEVKQP�

HQT� VJG� GORV[� UJQR� WPKVU� CPF�

FGCF� GPFU� KP� VJG� YCNMYC[��

6JKU� KU� �RCTV�QH� VJG�UVTCVGI[�QH�

KPETGCUKPI� HQQVHCNN� KP� VJKU� CTGC�

QH�VJG�UKVG��9G�CTG�UWIIGUVKPI�

C�HQQF�JCNN�QT�OCTMGV�CU�YGNN�CU�

EQOOWPCN� URCEGU� NKMG� UVWF[�

TQQOU�CPF�UGCVKPI�CTGCU��6JKU�

EQWNF�CVVTCEV�FKHHGTGPV�WUGTU�VQ�

VJG�URCEG��

9G� CTG� WVKNKUKPI� PCVWTG� CPF� C�

UWTTQWPFKPI�WTDCP� HCTO� VQ� VKG�

VJG� QXGTCNN� FGUKIP� VQIGVJGT�

CPF�GPICIG�VJG�WUGTU�YKVJ�VJG�

HQQF�YJKEJ�KU�ITQYP�QPUKVG�

Walkway programme scheme axonometric diagram

Materiality

9G�DGICP�NQQMKPI�CV�YC[U�VQ�KPETGCUG�VJG�CGUVJGVKE�

CRRGCN�QH�VJG�HCECFG�CPF�EQTVGP�CU�C�OCVGTKCN�YCU�

RTQRQUGF��+V�JCU�C�WPKSWG��TWUVKE�CRRGCTCPEG�VJCV�

DGEQOGU� OQTG� XKUWCNN[� CRRGCNKPI� QXGT� VKOG�� +VU�

YGCVJGTGF� NQQM� ECP� IKXG� C� DWKNFKPI� C� OQFGTP��

KPFWUVTKCN� HGGN� CPF�ECP�JGNR� KV�DNGPF�YKVJ�PCVWTCN�

UWTTQWPFKPIU�� 1PEG� VJG� RCVKPC� JCU� FGXGNQRGF��

%QTVGP� UVGGN� TGSWKTGU� XGT[� NKVVNG�OCKPVGPCPEG�� CU�

KV� FQGUP	V� PGGF� RCKPVKPI� QT� ƂPKUJKPI�� *QYGXGT��

%QTVGP�UVGGN�OC[�DG�OQTG�GZRGPUKXG�CPF�JCTFGT�VQ�

ƂPF�VJCP�OQTG�EQOOQP�OCVGTKCNU� NKMG�VTCFKVKQPCN�

UVGGN�QT�CNWOKPKWO��+VU�URGEKCNKUGF�PCVWTG�OGCPU�KV�

QHVGP�PGGFU�VQ�DG�QTFGTGF�HTQO�URGEKƂE�UWRRNKGTU�

#� EJGCRGT� CPF� OQTG� GHHGEVKXG� UQNWVKQP� YCU�

RTQRQUKPI�C�ITGGP�YCNN��WUKPI�UVCKPNGUU�UVGGN�OGUJ�

U[UVGO� UWURGPFGF� HTQO� VJG� TQQH�� 6JKU� GPUWTGU�

PQ�FCOCIG� KU�FQPG�VQ�VJG�GZKUVKPI�HCECFG�CPF� KV�

ECP�DG�FKUOCPVNGF�GCUKN[��#GUVJGVKECNN[�VJKU�DTKPIU�

OWEJ� PGGFGF� ITGGPGT[� VQ� VJG� GZKUVKPI� OCKP�

GPVTCPEG��GPJCPEKPI�KVU�CRRGCN�

���2CPGN�/QFWNCT�5[UVGO

���6TC[�5[UVGO

���(TGG�5VCPFKPI�9CNN�5[UVGO

Materiality & Construction

%QTVGP� 5VGGN� NKOKVU� EQTTQUKQP� QPN[�
VQ� KVU� QWVGT� UWTHCEG�� VJWU� DGEQO-
KPI� NQPI� NCUVKPI� CPF�OCKPVGPCPEG�
HTGG�� /QTGQXGT� UVGGN� KU� TGE[ENCDNG�
D[� PCVWTG� CPF� KVU� TGE[ENKPI� TCVG� KU�
CNOQUV�������

Locally Sourced Timber

2TG�HCD�VKODGT�
RCPGNU�ECP�DG�
CVVCEJGF�FKTGEVN[�
VQ�VJG�EWTTGPV�
HCECFG�VQ�UCXG�
EQUV�CPF�VKOG�

Green Facade Details
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Final Outcomes: Facade

Proposed Elevation

Detailed Diagram of Facade & Material Palette

View from The Train

View from The Main Gate
The group settled with the green wall propos-
al, incorporating stainless steel mesh system 
suspended from the roof. It was of great im-
portance that this proposal is low maintenance, 
durable and low in carbon footprint. 

6JGUG�KOCIGU�RTQXKFG�C�QXGTXKGY�QH�VJG�QXGTCNN�CGUVJGVKE�QH�VJG�TG�KOCIKPGF�HCECFG��(CEKPI�0QTVJ�

'CUV�� VJKU� HCECFG� KU� VJG�OCKP� GPVTCPEG� VQ� VJG� UJQRRKPI� EGPVTG� CPF� KV� ECP� DG� UGGP� HTQO� VJG�/���

OQVQTYC[�CPF�QP�VJG�VTCKP���6JG�PGY�UJQRRKPI�EGPVTG�YGNEQOGU�GXGT[QPG��DQVJ�QNF�CPF�[QWPI��VQ�

GPLQ[�VJGKT�OQOGPVU��$[�KPVTQFWEG�CVVTCEVKXG�CPF�DTKIJV�ITGGPU�VQ�VJG�HCECFG��YG�JQRG�VJKU�EJCPIG�

ECP�DTKPI�VJG�XKVCNKV[�CPF�VJG�XKIQT�VQ�5VQEMRQTV�CICKP�
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Final Outcomes: Walkway

1 HMV 2�%CT�RCTM�3�(QQF�JCNN�4�%QOOWPKV[�GPICIGOGPV 5�+PPQXCVKQP�EGPVTG

1
2

3 4 5

5EJGOCVKE�ƃQQT�RNCP

Intervention 1��8GIGVCVKQP

6KODGT�FGEM�ƃQQTKPI

CIRCULATION IN THE WALKWAY: approaching the staircase // accessing the balcony

BEFORE the intervention

- Staircase is barely used due to the proximity of a GL�HUHQW�VWDLUFDVH�that is much closer to the FDU�
SDUN��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQW�RI�LQWHUHVW�RQ�WKH�¿�UVW�À�RRU��
- Despite being in the middle of the lower walkway, most people tend to�DYRLG�LW�
- The idea is to give it a VFXOSWXUDO�RU�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�WR�DWWUDFW�SHRSSOH�

AFTER the intervention:

- 6WUHHW�DUW�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�HQFRXUDJH�SHRSOH�WR�JR�XS�WKH�VWDLUV�DQG�LQWR�WKH�XSSHU�ZDONZD\��+HQFH��WKH�FHQWUDO�
DUHD�LV�PXFK�PRUH�GHQVHO\�SRSXODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FLUFXODWLRQ�
- Concentrated areas of higher use due to EHQFKHV�DQG�VWXG\�DUHDV�
- Areas that were of high circulation prior to the intervention remaain either the VDPH�RU�VHH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�

Lowest/None Highest

KEY

CIRCULATION IN THE WALKWAY: approaching the staircase // accessing the balcony

BEFORE the intervention

- Staircase is barely used due to the proximity of a GL�HUHQW�VWDLUFDVH�that is much closer to the FDU�
SDUN��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQW�RI�LQWHUHVW�RQ�WKH�¿�UVW�À�RRU��
- Despite being in the middle of the lower walkway, most people tend to�DYRLG�LW�
- The idea is to give it a VFXOSWXUDO�RU�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�WR�DWWUDFW�SHRSSOH�

AFTER the intervention:

- 6WUHHW�DUW�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�HQFRXUDJH�SHRSOH�WR�JR�XS�WKH�VWDLUV�DQG�LQWR�WKH�XSSHU�ZDONZD\��+HQFH��WKH�FHQWUDO�
DUHD�LV�PXFK�PRUH�GHQVHO\�SRSXODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FLUFXODWLRQ�
- Concentrated areas of higher use due to EHQFKHV�DQG�VWXG\�DUHDV�
- Areas that were of high circulation prior to the intervention remaain either the VDPH�RU�VHH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�

Lowest/None Highest

KEY

CIRCULATION IN THE WALKWAY: approaching the staircase // accessing the balcony

BEFORE the intervention

- Staircase is barely used due to the proximity of a GL�HUHQW�VWDLUFDVH�that is much closer to the FDU�
SDUN��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQW�RI�LQWHUHVW�RQ�WKH�¿�UVW�À�RRU��
- Despite being in the middle of the lower walkway, most people tend to�DYRLG�LW�
- The idea is to give it a VFXOSWXUDO�RU�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�WR�DWWUDFW�SHRSSOH�

AFTER the intervention:

- 6WUHHW�DUW�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�HQFRXUDJH�SHRSOH�WR�JR�XS�WKH�VWDLUV�DQG�LQWR�WKH�XSSHU�ZDONZD\��+HQFH��WKH�FHQWUDO�
DUHD�LV�PXFK�PRUH�GHQVHO\�SRSXODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FLUFXODWLRQ�
- Concentrated areas of higher use due to EHQFKHV�DQG�VWXG\�DUHDV�
- Areas that were of high circulation prior to the intervention remaain either the VDPH�RU�VHH�DQ�LQFUHDVH�

Lowest/None Highest

KEY

%KTEWNCVKQP�before�KPVGTXGPVKQP

%KTEWNCVKQP�after�KPVGTXGPVKQP

Before KPVGTXGPVKQP

�� 'ZKUVKPI� UVCKTECUG� KU� WPFGTWUGF��

CU�VJGTG�KU�CP��QVJGT�UVCKTECUG�YJKEJ�

NGCFU�VQ�VJG�ECT�RCTM��VJG�OCKP�RQKPV�

QH�KPVGTGUV�KP�VJG�ƂTUV�ƃQQT�NGXGN

�� �5QNWVKQP��OCMG� KV�CP�GZRGTKGPEKCN�

TQWVG�� UQ� RGQRNG� CTG� CVVTCEVGF�

VQYCTFU�KV�CPF�KORTQXG�VJG��EWTTGPV�

VTCLGEVQT[

After KPVGTXGPVKQP

�� 5VTGGV� CTV� CPF� XGIGVCVKQP� IWKFG�

RGQRNG� VQ� VCMG� VJG� UVCKTU� KPVQ� VJG�

YCNMYC[��KPETGCUKPI�VJG�HQQVHCNN�CPF�

ƃQY�QH�OQXGOGPV�KP�VJKU�UVTGGV

'ZCORNG�ƃQQT�RNCP�QH�QPG�

UJQR�WPKV�KP�VJG�YCNMYC[

Intervention 2: 5VTGGV�CTV
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Reflections

Birds eye view of interactive seating 
and planters intervention

Perspective view of walkway urban 
farming  and seating proposal

Night Views of Walkway

Concept Sketch of Walkway Design

Final Outcomes: Walkway

 Maria Figueiredo  Yi Fu

Samuel Lee Wenjingyu Zhang

The past week and a half have been very success-
ful. It was extremely refreshing to meet people 
across different years and see the natural pro-
gression of work executed. Overall, engagement 
was excellent, and the skill level of students was 
impressive, which allowed us to change our ini-
tial expected outputs -of concept and idea iter-
ation- to a fully developed project proposal con-
sidering cost, materiality, and technical detailing. 
Additionally, not having a collaborator involved 
gave us margin to make alterations to the brief 
>�`�>���Üi`�ÕÃ�Ì�i�vÀii`���Ì��`iw�i�Ì�i��ÕÌ«ÕÌ�
list: we received positive feedback on the brief 
we developed.

Over the past few months, we have done many 
works. For me, it was more like an opportunity to 
Ã��Õ�>Ìi�>��>ÀV��ÌiVÌÕÀ>��wÀ��Ì>���}����>�«À��iVÌ°�
Throughout the process, we encountered quite a 
few challenges. Firstly, our collaborator did not 
reply to us in time, so we were missing very im-
portant data to present the project through ac-
curate architectural drawings. However, after the 
Ìi>�¿Ã�V��ÃÕ�Ì>Ì���]��Ì�Ü>Ã�w�>��Þ�`iV�`i`�Ì��ÕÃi�
the collage and painting presentation. In addi-
tion, due to the diversity of ideas in the team, the 
action plan we made was not well implemented 
at the beginning. However, with constant adjust-
ments, the whole process of the campaign has 
been steadily progressing according to plan.

Past two weeks have been really productive and 
�À}>��âi`°�Ƃ�Ì��Õ}��>Ì�wÀÃÌ��ÕÀ�`�ÀiVÌ����Ü>Ã���Ì�
so clear because we wanted students to explore 
Ü�Ì��ÕÌ� L�Õ�`>À�iÃ]� Üi� ��«À�Ûi`� >�`� V�>À�wi`�
immediately after we received feedback from 
them. The most impressive aspect for me is how 
collaborative the walkway group was. They met 
and discussed every morning and then worked 
hard separately. Even though the collaborator 
hadn’t shown up, we knew clearly what we should 
do and produce, which was based on the smooth 
Ü�À�y�Ü�Üi�«�>��i`°�"ÛiÀ>��]�Ì�i��ÕÌV��iÃ�>Ài�
really satisfying, while the most important thing is 
the process of group work.

The group proposed interventions to revitalise the walkway. These included dynamic seating which 
included planters, adding greenery to the area. To further enhance the aesthetic appeal and to bring 
��Ài� v��Ìv>��]�Üi¿Ûi�`iV�`i`� Ì��«À�«�Ãi`�«>��Ìi`� Ì��LiÀ� L�>À`� y��À��}�Ü��V��Ü�Õ�`�Li� ��ÃÌ>��i`�
above the existing walkway concrete tiles to prevent damage. 

The action weeks have been very fruitful and 
productive. I am particularly impressed with the 
>ÌÌi�`>�Vi� >�`� i�}>}i�i�Ì�Ü�Ì�� Ì�i�	Ƃ£� >�`�
	ƂÓ�ÃÌÕ`i�ÌÃ°��Ì�Ü>Ã�>�}��`�iÝ«iÀ�i�Vi�Ì��`i>��
with unforeseen challenges such as our inability 
to establish communication with our collaborator. 
In situations like this, we, as project leaders, were 
able to adapt to the situation and act accordingly 
by creating and communicating with the wider 
group, a set of feasible outputs to work towards. 
As a group, we took this experience as a learn-
ing opportunity. Overall, it was an enjoyable two 
weeks of collaborating with the BA students. 
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Each year the MSA LIVE 
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