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We are 'Re-imagining Westcroft' , a student led MSA 
team working collaboratively with The Westcroft 
Community Centre, Manchester. The group is 
committed to empowering, inspiring and improving 
the local community of Burnage through our 
imaginative design. 

The Community Centre is a vibrant community 
space in the heart of Burnage, South Manchester. is 
committed to empowering, inspiring and improving 
the local community of Burnage. The primary 
objective of the project is to develop a proposal for 
the renovation of the existing space of Westcroft 
into a multi-activity space, enabling the Community 
Centre to meet the diverse needs of their visitors. 
Secondly, the project aims to reimagine and 
redesign the parking lot at the rear of the building, 
thus providing the Centre with additional activity 
space. The expanded outdoor space will enable the 
Centre to cater to multiple activities at once and 
amplify their reach to the community by expanding 
on the services provided by them. The new 
envisioned proposal will also enable the Centre to 
rent the space out for an additional source of income 
generation without compromising their primary 
purpose as a Community Centre. The project aims 
to provide Westcroft Community Centre a wider 
reach into the hearts of the community and help 
the Centre to be and do more than they already 
are. If you want to make a difference through 
design, come, join us on this journey to better the 
community.
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Lack of Storage congeSted 

Small meeting RoomS a SmaLL community kitchen 

lack of Space 

 
In the first week, a design concept was 
produced and a brief was defined, this included 
re-designing the outdoor area, activity space, 
offices, stairs, kitchen, and the first floor as we 
believed these were the spaces that had the 
most potential to re-imagine Westcroft. In the 
second week, BA students were then split into 
teams: ‘Visuals’ or ’ Presentation', based on their 
strengths and personal preferences.
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IDENTIFIED ISSUES 
OUR PROCESSOUR PROCESS  
WESTCROFT COMMUNITY CENTRE WESTCROFT COMMUNITY CENTRE 

ORIGINAL FLOOR PLANS ORIGINAL FLOOR PLANS   



a Small community kitchen 

PROUD TRUST 

MATERIALS & FINISHES 

INITIAL DESIGN IDEAS

FIELD TRIP  

-Rooms are able to have  access to natural day light space feels more open and airy, Rooms are 

able to have access to natural day light space feels more open and airy

The proud trust is a charity and community centre 

providing education, support, and advocacy for 

the lgbt+ community, they work on creating a 

better support network for their community as well 

as providing opportunities to bring their people 

together through events. Visiting the centre gave our 

group a good understanding of what a community 

centre should feel like and we went on to use 

the building as a precedent study for our design 

development.

DESIGN CHARRETTE  
DESIGN DEVELOPEMENT 

Roof lights Community garden 
-The garden is a place celebration and for the community to come together on events.

Community garden 
-Sliding and folding thick partitions can be placedand 

removed to make space private or public.

Sliding doors 
Sliding and folding thick partitions can be placed and removed to make space private or public.

Reading spaces 
-The library is a quiet and safe space for 

user's to unwind and relax while reading 

DESIGN INSPIRATION 

KITCHEN ACTIVITY SCPACE OFFICE SPACE 



The first-floor plan proposal included 

extending the ground level out into 

the outdoor space, opening up the 

entrance area, removing one stair 

case as well as having the kitchen 

attached to the activity space allowing 

communal cooking to take place.

 

The second plan proposal offers a more 

reserved option as the client had expressed 

to us at the first meeting that their budget 

was tight. The second option extended 

the kitchen, removed the right staircase, as 

well adding foldable walls that separate the 

The first option for the outdoor area utilises the existing space that is currently used as a car 
park, the space offers an outdoor seating area for the building users as well as adding a shipping 
container that will house the floor for the centres 'quids in programme' which is currently based 
on level one of the building. The proposed canopy creates links to the building and offers 
shading for the outdoor space.

OPTION 1 

OPTION 2  
The second option for the outdoor area is slightly more ambitious,  an extra shipping container 
has been stacked on top of the original proposed design to create more space for the centre and 
create a possible roof garden. Additional growing space has been added to allow for users to 
grow and sell fresh produce.

Option one:
Brick facade with murals by the community 

Option three: 
Timber slats with glass roof

FIRST PROPOSAL 
OPTION 1 

OPTION 2

OUTDOOR DEVELOPEMENT  

PRESENTING TO THE COMMMUNITY:

THE FEEDBACK 

EXTENSION OPTIONS 

Option two: 
Steel mesh and glas facade to improve the light 
penetrattion through the building wiht steel frame  
and plant accents

Added lift  required to 
create disabled access to 

the upper floor

Budget cannot support 
the option of adding an 

extension

Larger kitchen to create 
a space for collective 

cooking 

How can we make the 
design more sustainable 

and carbon neutral?



OPTION 1OPTION 1 OPTION 2OPTION 2

BIN SHED DESIGN BIN SHED DESIGN 

PROGRAMMING AND ANALYSIS PROGRAMMING AND ANALYSIS 

OPTION 1OPTION 1 OPTION 2OPTION 2

NEW & DEMOLISHEDNEW & DEMOLISHED

FINAL PROPOSAL 



RENDERED VISUALISATION RENDERED VISUALISATION 
INTERNAL  

activity Space 

kitchen  

office  

OUTDOOR OPTION ONE 



OPTION 1- 

RENDERED VISUALISATION RENDERED VISUALISATION 
EXTERNAL   

OPTION 2- 




